BOROUGH  OF  CHIPPENHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


TABUbAR  gTATISTieg  FOR  1904. 

(ABBREVIATED.) 


Table  1.  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


YEAR. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  old. 

Total  Deaths. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 
of  Births. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 
of  population. 

1894 

4618 

114 

24-6 

16 

3-46 

82 

17-75 

1895 

141 

30-5 

15 

3-24 

81 

17-54 

1896 

123 

26-6 

8 

1-73 

58 

12-5 

1897 

>) 

137 

29-6 

6 

1-29 

45 

9-7 

1898 

)> 

130 

28-1 

15 

3-24 

60 

12-99 

1899 

)) 

139 

30-0 

16 

3-46 

75 

16-2 

1900 

108 

23-3 

11 

2-38 

63 

13-64 

1901 

5074 

122 

24-2 

9 

1-7 

66 

13-0 

1902 

>> 

129 

25-4 

14 

2-7 

72 

14-1 

1903 

5} 

130 

25-6 

10 

1-9 

62 

12-2 

Average  of 

foregoing 

127-3 

26-4 

12 

2-0 

66-4 

13-5 

1904 

5074 

131 

25-8 

8 

1-5 

: 55 

10-8 

The  above  number  of  deaths  includes  5 cases  of  death  at  the  Cottage  , 

Hospital  of  whom  2 did  not  belong  to  the  Borough  i 

To  these  must  be  added  the  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  persons  in  v 
the  Rural  District,  viz.;  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  at  the  \ 

Isolation  Hospital  10=10 — 2 ...  ...  ...  ...  / g 

Making  the  Total  Figures  attributable  to  the  District...  03  ^2-4 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  Borough — 1901  Census  ...  1185,  now  estimated  at  1230 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  ...  ...  4‘3  ,,  4'1 

Table  2 does  not  apply  to  Chippenham. 


Table  3.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Sent  to 

No. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

10 

4 

Erysipelas 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

17 

Totals  ... 

46 

21 

Table  4 CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH. 


CAUSE. 

Total 

No. 

Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  B5. 

65. 

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous 

Croup 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

1 

i 

Phthisis  (1  died  at  Cottage 

Hospital)  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . . . 

1 

1 

Cancer  (1  died  at  Cottage 

Hospital)  ... 

8 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

1 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

2 

Ck 

Heart  Disease  (2  died  at 

Cottage  Hospital) 

7 

... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  causes  (1  at  Cottage 

Hospital)  ... 

29 

2 

2 

1 

5 

19 

Totals 

63 

8 

5 

nil. 

6 

14 

30 

Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1904 


CHIPPENHAM,  Wilts, 

January,  1905. 


Gentlemen, 

These  Tables  place  fully  before  you  the  vital  statistics  of  our  Town  for  the  past  year.  They  also 
"ive  indirect  evidence  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Town.  Many  diseases  which  in  the  past,  through 
imperfect  medical  knowledge,  were  directly  attributed  to  insanitary  surroundings,  scientific  research  now 
teaches  us  are  not  all  so  produced.  At  the  same  time  we  may  be  sure  that  all  diseases  are  influenced  in 
their  type  and  character  bj'  good  or  bad  sanitary  surroundings,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  following  conditions  are  particularly  injurious  to  health  : — Damp  houses,  want  of  sufficient  fresh 
air,  defective  ventilation,  impure  water,  defective  drainage.  The  low  death  rate  for  the  year,  although  we 
are  glad  to  hear  of  it  as  it  points  out  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Town  has  been  well  maintained, 
must  not  encourage  any  laxity  of  energy  in  sanitary  matters  in  an  ancient  Town  like  Chippenham,  where 
there  is  always  something  to  be  done,  and  also  last  year  was  a healthy  year  all  over  England. 

I think  however  with  an  average  death  rate  for  the  past  10  years  of  13‘5  and  a present  death  rate  of 
10'5  we  are  quite  justified  in  pronouncing  Chippenham  to  be  a healthy  Town. 

Of  the  46  cases  of  infectious  disease,  5 were  cases  of  Erysipelas,  10  were  cases  of  Diphtheria,  of 
which  5 were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  31  were  cases  of  Scarlatina,  of  which  16  were  treated 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

I must  repeat  the  statement  I made  last  year  as  to  the  extreme  usefulness  of  the  Isolation  Hospital 
not  only  for  purposes  of  Isolation  but  also  for  the  treatment  of  severe  cases. 

Special  inspections  were  made  in  each  case  of  infectious  disease  and  printed  instructions  were  given 
how  to  prevent  the  spread  of  such  diseases.  All  the  Houses  were  disinfected  by  your  Surveyor  after  either 
the  removal  to  Hospital  or  the  recovery  of  the  sick  person. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  as  infection  could  not  be  traced  to  school  influence. 

The  world  is  now  recognising  the  health  producing  power  of  fresh  air  in  all  diseases,  and  its  marvellous 
power  over  the  course  of  consumption.  Sanitary  Authorities  knowing  this,  and  that  prevention  is  better 
than  cure,  insist  upon  lofty  bedrooms  in  new  houses,  with  windows  opening  at  the  top.  This  advantage  is 
lost  unless  individuals  themselves  grasp  the  great  truth  that  fresh  air  is  life,  and  keep  a portion  of  their 
windows  open  day  and  night,  especially  at  night. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  County  in  possessing  a special  Hospital  (the  Winsley  Sanatorium)  with  all 
up  to  date  improvements  for  the  treatment  of  the  consumptive  poor.  Such  an  institution  must  in  the  future 
tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  dire  disease  and  so  improve  the  public  health. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.  There  have  been  8 new  houses  erected  during  the  past  year. 
There  have  also  been  several  houses  built  in  Chippenham  Without,  Langley  Burrell  Without,  and  Hardenhuish. 
Many  of  these  are  occupied  by  men  working  in  Chippenham  but  your  building  byelaws  require  certain 
provisions  which  necessitate  a considerable  outlay  to  build  a house,  and  then  a high  rent  follows  ; and  when 
we  come  to  add  the  rates  to  the  rent,  the  working  man  often  finds  the  combination  more  than  he  can  afford 
to  pay.  To  meet  this  difficulty  a lodger  or  two  are  taken  in.  I doubt  if  this  is  often  a benefit  in  the  home 
of  the  working  man,  or  tending  to  make  it  more  comfortable  for  him  after  his  day’s  toil.  There  is  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  houses  in  Chippenham. 

Water  Supply.  The  quality  of  the  water  has  remained  excellent  and  unchanged  during  the  year. 
There  has  also  been  an  ample  and  constant  supply.  Your  Council  have  now  a scheme  for  extension  before 
them,  whereby  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a new  high  level  reservoir  at  Hardenhuish.  This  will  increase  the 
pressure  in  the  higher  portions  of  the  Town.  Separate  rising  mains  will  be  provided  to  both  the  existing 
and  the  new  high  level  reservoirs, 


A Loan  of  £7,000  has  been  sanctioned  and  a Contract  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  for  the  -Reservoir. 

The  tenders  for  the  work  have  also  been  obtained  and  are  under  consideration. 

(N.B. — Since  this,  the  Contract  for  the  works  has  been  placed  with  Mr.  Ernest  Ireland,  of  Morecambe 
and  that  for  the  Machinery  and  Pumps  has  been  placed  with  the  Campbell  Gas  Engine  Co.) 

ScAVENGiNGr  AND  DRAINAGE.  The  former  duty  has  been  regularly  carried  out  under  the  observation 
of  your  Surveyor.  The  old  system  of  drainage  continues  ; it  does  not  seem  to  have  affected  the  health  of  the 
Town  in  any  way,  although  the  river  was  very  low  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  new  System  has 
been  under  consideration  and  the  Contract  for  the  Main  sewers  and  Disposal  Works  has  (January  1905)  just 
been  entered  into  with  Mr.  Ernest  Ireland,  Contractor,  for  the  sum  of  £11,550  2s.  9d.  The  Land  for  the 
outfall  irrigation  area  has  been  purchased  at  a cost  (including  expenses)  of  £1640.  The  total  estimated  cost 
of  the  scheme  of  which  these  form  part  is  about  £17,000.  The  work  included  in  the  contract  is  to  be 
completed  by  September  1906.  All  the  loans  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
that  for  the  land  has  been  raised,  and  the  Council  are  negotiating  for  the  remaining  £15,128. 

Milksellers,  &c.  There  are  5 purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Town.  The  Dairies  of  2 are  situated 
without  the  district  at  their  farms,  all  were  found  upon  inspection  to  be  in  good  order. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Bakehouses.  The  registered  Slaughterhouses  and  Bakehouses  were  also 
inspected,  2 inspections  were  made  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

Factories,  &c.  The  Factories  and  Workshops  have  also  been  inspected  by  me  and  a report  has 
been  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 

All  were  found  to  be  in  good  order,  clean,  air  space  sufficient  and  ventilation  good. 

There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  the  Town. 

The  presence  of  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  in  the  Town  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  naturally 
caused  serious  work  upon  your  Officers.  Every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of  these  diseases  and 
I am  now  able  to  report  the  Town  free  from  epidemic  disease,  the  last  case  of  Diphtheria  being  notified  on 
July  17th,  and  the  last  case  of  Scarlatina  on  October  8th. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  a short  history  of  the  Town  viewed  from  a sanitary  point  of  view.  In  conclusion 
I wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  ready  help  to  myself,  the  prompt  manner  of  dealing  with  nuisances  and  the 
disinfection  of  houses,  always  shewn  by  your  Inspector,  Mr.  Adams. 

I also  wish  to  thank  Miss  Warren  for  the  great  care  she  has  taken  of  the  inmates  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  her  skill  and  attention  in  managing  the  same,  which  has  greatly  enhanced  and  extended  its 
field  of  usefulness. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  THOS.  BRISCOE,  B.A.,  M.D.,  &c.,  &c. 


Summary  of  Statistics  in  Mr.  Adams’s  Report  for  Yean  ending 

31st  December,  1904. 


Infectious  Disease. — 39  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  inquired  into,  and  41  Rooms  disinfected. 

21  Cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Houses. 8 New  Houses  erected.  6 Houses  cleaned  and  limewashed  under  Inspector’s  requirements. 

Overcrowding. — 2 Cases  abated. 

House  Drains. — 1 4 laid  or  re-laid.  58  gullies  fixed.  3 defective  waste  pipes  and  1 Lavatory  or  sink 
rectified. 

Water  Closets. — 8 additional  ones  provided,  and  8 others  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  flushing 
apparatus. 

Privies  and  Ashpits.— 2 converted  into  W.C’s.  5 repaired. 

Scavenging. Refuse  is  removed  from  1,037  houses.  3 collections  being  made  weekly. 

Smoke  Nuisance. — 1 Case  under  observation. 

Offensive  Trades. — II  under  observation.  1 improperly  conducted. 

Water  Supply. — 7 new  supplies  to  Houses. 

Factories  and  Workshops,  &c. — 29  under  inspection.  2 certified  for  lime  washing.  3 cases  of  insani- 
tary conditions  dealt  with  as  Nuisances. 

Lodging  Houses. — 1 registered  and  inspected. 

Pood. — 2 warnings  given  as  to  food  unfit  for  consumption. 

Animals. — 2 nuisances  removed  on  notice. 

Offensive  Refuse. — 8 removals. 

Clerical. — 40  Letters  and  Notices  sent,  of  which  5 outstanding. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Reprinted  from  the  North  Wilts  Guardian,  February  S5th,  1905. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Chippenham 
Kural  District  Council  on  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  th©  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Briscoe, 
read  his  annual  report.  He  stated  that  the 
population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1904,  wae 
i7,d85.  The  number  of  births  was  443,  makmg 
■a  birth-rate  of  24.7,  as  against  an  average  of 
25.7  for  the  years  1894 — 1903.  The  total  number 
of  deaths  under  one  year  was  54,  at  all  ages, 
275,  making  a death-rate  of  15.3,  as  compared 
with  15.0  in  the  above  period.  The  total  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  public  institutions  was  29; 
deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  10 ; deaths  of  resi- 
dents registered  in  public  institutions  beyond 
the  district,  2 ; nett  deaths  at  all  ages  belong- 
ing to  the  district,  267 ; rate  14.9.  The  area  of 
the  district  was  56,453  acres ; number  of  ;d- 
habited  houses,  4,297 ; and  average  number  of 
persons  per  house,  4.01. 

Proceeding,  he  said  the  tabular  statements  I 
have  just  read  to  you  place  the  vital  statistics 
•of  your  district  before  you  in  a concise  manner. 

In  Table  III.  containing  the  list  of  infectious 
diseases  we  find  39  cases  of  diphtheria  recorded. 
Of  these  nine  died,  12  were  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  two  died. 

The  earlier  history  of  this  epidemic  was  re- 
corded in  my  report  of  last  year.  The  epidemic 
remained  prevalent  up  to  April  last.  There 
were  cases  at  Nettleton,  North  Wraxall,  Langisy 
Burrell  Without,  Chippenham  Without,  and 
Yatton  Keynell.  Personal  contact  was  in  m'Osr 
cases  responsible  for  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
In  many  cases  the  true  nature  of  the  disease 
was  not  recognised  till  the  infection  had  been 
spread.  Many  of  these  cases  were  treated  ai 
home,  and  this  fact  tended  in  some  instances 
to  spread  the  disease.  In  few  homes  it  is  possi- 
ble to  carry  out  that  efficient  isolation  so  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  spread  of  diphtheria.  Dur- 
ing October  the  disease  which  for  some  months 
appeared  to  have  only  a smouldering  exis- 
tence, appeared  in  four  localities  within  a 
month,  in  a very  virulent  form.  All 
four  cases  died.  In  each  case  the 
conditions  were  different,  and  no  con- 
nection could  be  traced  between  tnem.  Oiie 
of  these  cases  was  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital, where  the  child  arrived  in  a dying  stats. 
It  seems  to  me  that  ihe  success  of  the  serum 
treatment  depends  very  much  upon  the  fact 
of  its  being  injected  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
disease.  The  epidemic  lingered  in  Kington 
Langley  and  Draycot  parishes  till  November  23. 

Two  cases  were  notified  from  Corsham 
parish,  more  than  one  month  after  the  people 
had  left  Kington  Langley,  showing  how  long 
the  disease  may  lie  dormant  before  it  shows  it- 
self. The  Kington  Langley  school,  which  ths 
Draycot  children  attend,  was  closed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  scarlatina  epidemic  which  was 
also  present  in  the  autumn,  in  some  housis 
both  diseases  being  present  at  the  same  time. 
Ninety-eight  cases  of  scarlatina  were  recorded 
with  only  two  deaths.  One  of  these  was 
complicated  by  a confinement  and  the  other  bv 
pneumonia.  Both  cases  were  treated  in  their 
homes.  The  small  number  of  deaths  is  a sub- 
ject for  congratulation,  and  indirectly  shows 
that  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  are 
well  maintained.  I believe  that  the  want  of 
sufficient  fresh  air  in  dwellings,  either  from 
overcrowding  or  bad  ventilation  is  often  re- 
sponsible for  many  diseases  taking  up  mali.g- 
nant  type. 

The  particularly  mild  type  of  the  scarlatina 
epidemic  no  doubt  conduced  to  its  spread. 
Many  of  the  recorded  cases  could  be  traced 
to  infection  from  cases  not  recognised  or 
notified.  Information  gained  while  inspect- 
ing one  village  satisfied  me  there  had  been 
several  cases  two  months  before  the  first  was 
notified.  Forty-eight  cases  were  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  without  a death.  Printed 
instructions  were  given  to  each  householder 
where  infectious  disease  was  notified,  showing 
how  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading,  and  how 
to  use  disinfectants.  Each  house  was  disia- 
fected  under  the  direction  of  your  surveyor, 
after  the  sick  person  was  either  convalescent 
or  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

A special  inspection  was  made  by  Mr.  Lap- 
ham  and  myself  in  company  with  W.  T.  Cola- 
man.  Esq.,  district  councillor  for  the  parish 
of  Kington  Langley.  Several  small  nuisances 
were  discovered  and  have  since  been  removed. 
An  open  ditch  which  acts  as  a public  sewer 
was  found  to  be  in  places  in  bad  order.  Your 
Authority  decided  to  take  it  over  and  to  see 
that  it  is  kept  in  good  order  throughout  its 
course  in  the  future.  Our  attention  was  also 
drawn  to  the  drains  from  the  churchyard, 
which  had  been  blocked  for  some  months. 
Steps  are,  I believe,  now  being  taken  to  remedy 
this  condition. 


Special  inspections  were  also  made  at  Chip- 
penham Without,  Langley  Burrell  Without, 
Draycot,  Ne.ttleton,  North  Wraxall,  and  Yatton 
Keynell,  where  some  small  nuisances  were  re- 
moved. Inspections  were  also  made  irrespec- 
tive of  the  epidemic  disease,  of  the  parishes  of 
Pewsham,  parts  of  Chippenham  Without, 
Tytherton,  Langley  Burrell  Without,  Christian 
Malford,  Kington  St.  Michael,  Grittleton,  Box, 
Lacock,  and  Corsham.  Except  Box  and  Cor 
sham  there  is  little  change  in  the  condition  of 
these  parishes.  On  some  farms  some  good 
cottages  have  been  erected  for  the  benefit  and 
convenience  of  labourers  working  on  the  res- 
pective farms.  This  leaves  houses  in  the  more 
populous  parts  of  the  villages  free  for  other 
occupants.  In  other  villages  such  as  North 
Wraxall  there  are  several  houses  untenanted. 
Box  and  Corsham  are  progressive  towns  with 
good  railway  accommodation,  and  staple  trades 
and  industries  of  their  own.  Here  new  houses 
are  cropping  up.  Both  towns  have  good  water 
supply  and  drainage.  The  plans  pf  all  new 
houses  pass  your  Buildings  Committee  before 
they  are  commenced.  The  houses  are  also  in- 
spected before  occupation. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  house  ac- 
commodation in  the  district  I cannot  but 
think  it  would  be  wise  if  the  Buildings  Com- 
mittee could  sometimes,  in  the  question  of  add- 
ing another  room  to  a cottage^"  now  occupied” 
when  plans  come  before  them,  relax  the 
stringency  of  the  by-laws  somewhat,  making  it 
easier  for  a landlord  to  add  say  another  bed- 
room to  a house.  In  many  villages  the  houses 
are  very  old,  with  windows  badly  constructed 
for  ventilation.  A new  room  with  a window 
opening  at  the  top  is  a wonderful  improvement 
to  such  a cottage.  I think  a little  relaxation 
in  such  cases  as  I have  mentioned  would  often 
encourage  a landlord  to  improve  his  cottages 

Water  Supply. — Owing  very  much  to  the  dry 
season  inconvenience  has  been  felt  in  mauy 
parishes  from  the  shortness  of  water.  The 
Chippenham  Urban  Council  propose  construct- 
ing a new  reservoir  at  a good  elevation  in  Har- 
denhuish  parish.  This  will,  no  doubt,  in  the 
future  supply  the  houses  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  Corsham  Water  Company  supply  a con- 
siderable area,  including  Lacock.  The  Meux 
Estate  supply  Christian  Malford  district.  The 
Marquis  ot  Lansdowne  supplies  Derry  Hill, 
parts  of  Stanley  and  Chippenham  Without, 
from  one  of  his  private  supplies.  Box  is  alio 
well  supplied,  although  here  water  has  some- 
times to  be  fetched  from  a distance. 

All  these  waters  are  of  good  quality,  some  of 
them  exceptionally  so,  and  the  supply  is  almost 
always  constant. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 
An  inspection  w'as  made  of  the  paper  mill  ai 
Slaughterford,  and  all  was  found  in  good  order, 
and  a report  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  the  Home 
Office  by  me. 

The  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  and 
dairies  have  been  inspected  by  me,  and  with 
one  or  two  exceptions  they  were  found  in  good 
order.  One  case  was  brought  under  your  notice. 
There  are  21  dairies  in  the  register. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in 
your  district. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  proved  itself  to  be 
of  great  use,  not  only  in  preventing  an  epidemic 
in  a district,  as  shown  in  May  last,  when  two 
cases  were  notified  in  Christian  Malford.  They 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
there  was  no  further  case.  In  August  two 
cases  of  scarlatina  from  Slaughterford  were  re- 
moved to  the  hospital,  and  there  again  there 
was  no  further  spread  of  the  disease.  Epidemit-s 
get  ahead  in  villages  because  the  early  cases 
are  not  noticed,  and  infection  is  spread  before 
a case  is  notified  or  a doctor  has  seen  it. 

In  severe  forms  of  disease  (such  as  some  cf 
the  diphtheria  cases  showed  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  treat  such  in  a cottage  home  with  the 
same  hope  of  success  as  in  a hospital  with 
specially  trained  nurses.  I think  we  have 
been  fortunate  in  our  Isolation  Hospital,  in  find- 
ing Miss  Warren  as  a nurse,  who  has  been  so 
kind  and  skilful  to  the  patients,  and  has  manage- 
ed  your  hopital  in  such  a manner  that  the  poor 
have  confidence  when  they  (often  reluctantly) 
part  from  their  sick  children,  that  these  chil- 
dren will  be  well  looked  after  in  the  hospital. 

I also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Lapham  for  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  he  dealt  with  the 
houses  requiring  disinfection,  and  for  his 
general  help  'to  me  at  all  times.  I append  his 
report, 

And  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BKISCOB,  B.A.  M.D.,  etc. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Chippenham 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 
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